
Dear First Names

Another ram selling season has been and gone and it was good to catch 
up with clients and meet new clients as well.

The weather has been very variable over the whole country with most going 
from wet to dry. We had enough rain over the summer to keep things going 
but even just 5 minutes up the road from us it was much drier than normal. 
Lambs have done well at Nithdale, a really good weaning draft with over 
1000 lambs off mum and an average carcase weight for the season of 
around 18.5kg. Lamb and mutton prices have been really good this season 
too though I won’t say much about wool – I’ll leave that for another day!

Below is an update on what has been going on at Nithdale and beyond.

Nithdale Suftex have been involved in the South Island 
Genomic Calibration Flock at Duncraigen where 
AgResearch has developed genomics for meat quality 
(intramuscular fat – IMF, tenderness, pH and colour).

The evidence was showing that as we improved growth 
rates and yields without considering meat quality there 
was a negative impact on meat quality. However for the 
last 4 years we have been using an index on our sires 
that includes intra muscular fat (IMF) and tenderness that 
has been determined from the DNA of the animal. 

MEAT QUALITY

The aim has been to use sires in the stud that are at 
least positive for meat quality and already we are 
starting to see some good gains in that area. At a 
commercial level, meat companies aren’t paying for 
this yet but as a stud breeder we need to be including 
it in our selection decisions and start to pass it onto 
our clients so in time when they do begin to reward 
farmers for better meat quality lambs then we will 
already be ahead.

WormFEC
Gold Group 

Nithdale Romneys are part 
of the WormFEC Gold Group 
that kicked off towards the 
end of last year.

The group consists of 10 
flocks across NZ which are 
leading the way in breeding 
sheep that are resistant to 
internal parasites. The aim of 
the group is to promote the 
concept of genetic 
selection for parasite 
resistance as a sustainable, 
long term solution to worm 
challenges and drench 
resistance.

The website has a lot of 
information on it
so check it out:  

www.wormfecgold.com

Ram Hoggets early May 2019 – Average weight 51kg
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Dennis, Amer and Meier in a scientific publication in 2014 
predicted that the risk of facial eczema (FE) in New Zealand 
will increase due to climate change. Once average 
temperatures between January and May reach more than 
14.8ºC and if there is enough humidity (more than 50 days 
of rain over that same period), FE becomes ‘High Risk’. 
Whether you think climate change is influenced by 
humans or not, the reality is that the climate is more 
variable and temperatures are increasing.

At Nithdale we have been recording temperatures for 17 
years and opposite is a graph showing average 
temperature between January and May. Although quite 
variable the trend has been upwards, 1.4ºC on average 
over that period. If that rate of increase continues then 
even Southland could be a high risk area for FE in another 
30-40 years. 

We began selecting for FE tolerance in our romneys six 
years ago and the immediate benefit will be for clients 
further north but ultimately our Southland clients and 
ourselves will benefit if FE does become a problem down 
here. This is a real long term strategy but it takes a long time 
to breed tolerance to FE into the whole flock so at least we 
have made a start. There are other breeders particularly 

the FE Gold Group in the north Island that have made big 
gains in FE tolerance and to be fair we are way behind 
these breeders but we do have some sire lines that have 
good tolerance and one ram, Nithdale 2155/14, ranks 27th 
on the NZGE Maternal Worth with Facial Eczema list.

Percentile bands are a 
great tool for accessing 
the genetic merit of a ram 
compared with other rams 
on the SIL database. 

It is available on the SIL 
website  (www.sil.co.nz) 
under tools – “Percentile 
Bands”. The opposite 
table shows the percentile 
bands for Terminal Sire 
-Young Rams – in this 
case 2th rams born 
2017. It is based on the 
October 2018 NZ Genetic 
Evaluation. It shows the 
standard NZ Terminal 
Worth Index (NZTW = 
Survival + Growth + Meat) 
and each sub index 
for each percentage 
threshold. Underneath 
it shows the number of 
connected flocks involved 
and total number of rams 
on the database that the 
threshold is calculated 
on. As an example, the 
average high index Suftex 
2th ram Nithdale sold this 
season had a NZTW of 
1844 placing them in the top 5%. In fact all the Suftex rams we sold this 
year including lower index rams were in the top 30% for NZTW. 

With the Dual Purpose Young Rams percentile bands, the standard NZ 
Maternal Worth Index is shown (NZMW = Reproduction + Survival + Growth 
+ Adult Size + Wool) as well as NZMW + a number of other sub indexes. 
The average high index Nithdale Romney 2th ram sold this year was in the 
top 20% of rams for NZMW + meat, worm resistance and dags.  

Percentile bands are a 
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Client Visits

I’ll be out and about again this 
winter catching up with clients 
and new contacts so if you 
would like me to pop in for a visit 
let me know.

All the best for the winter.

NZGE October 2018
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Any enquiries contact ANDREW on 0800 NITHDALE, or visit our WEBSITE at www.nithdale.com

Regards,




